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spring 
transformations
Lattice wall treatments, 
a trellis-topped table 
and even a lemon 
meringue cake with a 
toasty top, courtesy of 
a heat gun.

heat gun  
culinary helpers
Feature your 
chocolate bunny as 
fondue. Surround  
with cookies and 
fruits and melt in 
seconds with a 
Wagner Studio  
heat gun.

color of the year
Pantone's trend color of 2017  
upstyles a cast-off hall tree in  
style. Color me current.

shades of gray
Engage the latest 
trend and spray your 
furnishings a chic 
shade of gray. You can 
choose your favorite 
shade in any type of 
paint when using a 
Wagner paint sprayer.
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Creativity doesn't 
wait. It's a mindful call to 
action to express 
oneself. It's often 
urgent, exciting, 
and unstoppable. 
Having the right 
tools to fulfill that 
calling is essential 
to engaging 
creativity. The 
talented team at 
Wagner recognizes 
this and is rising to 
the occasion with a brand 
new line of Studio paint 
sprayers and heat guns. 
These tools fit nicely into a 
home studio or workspace 
and aid in all forms of 
creativity—from crafts and 
culinary pursuits to creating 
art, painting, or stripping 
furniture. Join us this issue 
as we show you ways to 
grow that creativity into 
joyful expression. Follow 
our lead as we cook, craft, 
upcycle, and fulfill that 
unyielding need to create— 
to transform every aspect 
of life and revel in fresh, 
colorful spaces to share 
with friends and family.

Step-by-step instructions using tropical 
stencils for spraying walls, furniture and 

clothing to create fresh summer style.

Coming in the  

         next issu e of F inish—

C O N T A I N I N G
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color of the year
Get on board with Pantone's 
color of the year Greenery  

and transform a hard-to-paint  
hall tree into a work of art.  
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Rather than painting a wall with 
Pantone's Fresh Green, why not 
create a statement piece and recast 

an old item of furniture in a bright 
new role? Set off from a neutral wall, this 

vintage hall tree in a sunburst motif gets a 
beautiful spray of paint that adds graphic 
style to an entry or foyer. But don't stop 
there—consider cupboards, bureaus, doors 
and even staircases in this trendy 
shade of green and express 
yourself with a bold and 
colorful style statement.

The after piece is a 
graphic standout 
in this fresh shade 
of green. 

The Studio Sprayer is easy 

to use and will paint the 

hooks, edges, cutouts and 
turned pieces. 

before

Wagner Tools Used: 
Studio Pro sprayer
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This shapely hall tree with a starburst 
design was found already painted. If 

your find is stained or finished wood, you 
must first spray it with a flat varnish to keep the stain 
from bleeding through.  

The detail sprayer held the perfect 
amount of paint to completely cover this 

piece. We used 3/4 quart of paint in a semi-
gloss latex finish. The sprayer nozzle has both vertical 
and horizontal settings to make painting the decorative 
elements of the piece easy and seamless. 

1 2

paint from start to finish
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Drape a wall with a paint cloth and 
move the piece around if necessary to 

evenly apply paint to all the hard to reach 
turned surfaces. This would be a nightmare to paint 
with a brush.

Once the piece is evenly covered with 
paint, go over it with an eagle eye to 

make sure there are no areas with light 
coverage. After the piece is dry, outfit the center frame 
with art that you love.  

3 4

in only fifteen minutes!
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stripped down
While paint is 
a mainstay in 
transformation DIY, 
there is definitely 
a trend toward 
stripping wood to a 
natural finish. Wagner 
heat guns are at the 
forefront of that look. 
Here, a pair of painted 
Bauhaus-inspired 
wood chairs get 
stripped of an orange-
painted finish and are 
returned to a vintage, 
yet modern look that 
is neutral, natural and 
definitely on trend.  

Wagner Tools Used: 
Studio heat gun

after
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All you'll need to strip the chair is the Wagner Studio series heat gun and a paint 
scraper, which is included.  Place the heat gun on a high setting and pass over the 
surface of the painted wood in an even pattern at a distance of 2 to 3 inches. When 
the paint starts to bubble, simply scrape paint using 
the scraper. Wipe paint away 
with a rag and continue 
heating and scraping until all 
the paint is removed. Next, 
clean the scraped wood with 
medium grit sandpaper and 
steel wool until the surface is 
free of all paint.  

TIPS TO GET IT DONE
1. Set up a work area and cover it with a paint 
cloth. Gather all your tools and supplies in 
one easy-to-reach location.

2. Take the chairs apart for easier stripping.

3. Let hot paint residue cool on surface 
before sanding so the paint doesn't get 
gummy.  If you have a gummy surface, wipe 
the wood with denatured alcohol and a rag. 

Load your Wagner 

Studio Plus paint 

sprayer with f lat f inish 

varnish to coat the 

wood with a spray of 

protective f inish.  
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heat gun culinary helpers

Hey dad, help the kids make toasted granola for Mother's Day in 
minutes without burning it in an oven.

1. Line a baking tray with parchment paper. Assemble a half cup  
each of rolled oats, unsweetened coconut, chopped walnuts, and  
sliced almonds.

2. Sprinkle the mixture with 2 tablespoons of turbinado sugar and  
1 teaspoon cinnamon.

3. Toast the mixture with the heat gun on high heat; hold the gun two 
inches above the ingredients until well toasted. Serve layered with fresh 
berries and Greek yogurt.

T E M P T A T I O N

Freshly toasted 
granola in 

small batches. 
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heat gun culinary helpers

Don't let your chocolate bunny go stale. Turn it into a dessert platter 
of tasty fondue for dipping.

1. Place your chocolate bunny in the center of an oven-safe tray.

2. Surround the bunny with berries, cookies, cake, or fruit.

3. Set the heat gun on medium heat; hold the gun three inches above 
the bunny and pass over until the chocolate melts.

4. Dip sweets into the melted chocolate and enjoy.

I N S T A N T

Melt the 
bunny at the 
table in front 
of a captive 
audience.

Wagner Tools Used: 
Studio heat gun
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Owner and paint purveyor 

Amanda Ficek started her 

own reinvention journey that 

not only changed her life but 

also the lives of thousands 

of women and how they 

triumphantly paint their worlds.

paint magic
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at the store
Mama's Happy is a mini paint and furniture empire in the 
Minneapolis, Minnesota area where women learn to paint decor 
pieces and become entrepreneurs in group shops that sell their wares. 
Owner Amanda Ficek founded the business, which also offers paint 
technique classes. She works with women to empower their lives as 
they gain self-esteem through creativity, unity and commerce.  

Amanda's dealers love 
painting furniture 
and use many styles of 
application and tools to 
create finished pieces, 
including Wagner 
FLEXiO®, Home Decor 
and Studio Pro and Plus 
paint sprayers.  
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Amanda's business 
and creativity led to 
the purchase of an 
old creamery building 
in Independence, 
Minnesota. With 
minor renovations, 
the structure houses a 
monthly furnishings 
sale and also Amanda's 
family home on the 
second floor. The 
space is filled with 
ingenious ideas and 
Amanda's own fresh 
take on style.

Kitchen 
Quaint
Amanda's style 
is a merging of 
farmhouse and 
fresh. Kitchen base 
cabinets ground the 
space while eclectic 
pieces fill the walls 
and nooks. A mix 
of food menu signs 
dress up a wall 
sprayed in white. 

Soaring walls are a dream to 
paint with a FLEXiO® 890. at home
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Like her students and creative dealers, Amanda's paint 
projects have built a world of confidence in her life. 
"Transforming decor transforms lives," says Amanda. Her 
rooms are a testament to that belief. A table gets a rustic 
coat of paint. A vintage piece of furniture cleverly fills a 
closet niche. Amanda's mantra greets you at the landing to 
her home, leaving no doubt as to who captains this ship of 
positive transformation.   

A favorite 

mantra for 

Amanda. 

Distressed Luster
A custom vintage farm island has a roughed up 
country look for casual living. Mimic this look by 

spraying wood with your desired color and removing 
paint with a small electric sander.  Once distressed to 
your desired look, simply buff with clear wax or spray 
on a water based clear urethane. Spray the inside of the 
island in a contrasting shade. It's easy and saves time 
to use a paint sprayer on recessed shelving.  

17



The Wagner Home Decor sprayer 
takes this chunky piece of 
'70s furniture and gives it a 
farmhouse style makeover. 
1. Clean the piece and wipe it 
with a tack cloth to remove dirt. 
Fill your Home Decor Sprayer 
with Annie Sloan Chalk Paint in 
Paris Grey (dilute according to  
sprayer directions).

2. Spray an even coat of paint 
over the piece, moving in a side to 
side direction about three inches from the surface.

3. Let it dry thoroughly and distress the surface with a 
medium grit sand paper.  

Hand sanding is a tactile way to 

add emotion to your f inal piece. 

steal this style
Wagner Tools Used: 

Studio Pro Sprayer
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Amanda empowers her students 
to create something beautiful, and 
with that positivity builds for 
them a new relationship with 
creativity and confidence. 

Wood and paint 
and a f inish that 

holds more then just 
a stylish look. 
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Mama's Happy has 
three stores in the 
greater Minneapolis 
area and occasional 
sales at Amanda's 
home. The stores 
are set up to host 
classes and to assist 
students in creating 
finishes with the help 
of the Annie Sloan 
Chalk Paint line. It's 
a real treat to see 
all the completed 
pieces displayed for 
inspiration and  
for sale. 

shop 
talk

"I visited all 
three locations 
of Amanda's 
stores and was 
thrilled with 
the diversity 
of furniture 
styles and paint 
finishes created 
with Wagner 
sprayers."    
-Matthew Mead
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There was a time 
when a distressed 
finish was only 
possible through the 
passage of time. 
Amanda shows her 
students how to 
speed the process 
and make each  
piece their own.  

Annie Sloan paints come in an array of 
colors that can also be mixed to make even 
more shades. They spray beautifully in all of 
Wagner paint sprayers. 
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R E P U R P O S E
Stylist and designer Janna 
Lufkin of Raw Materials Design 
wanted to reclaim an old 
outdoor potting bench.
To be recast as a key component of 
her workspace, the potting bench 
needed a fresh and vibrant overhaul. 
She turned to some paint and a 
Wagner FLEXiO® 890 to recast 
the galvanize topped piece 
into a useful work bench for 
her business. She chose to 
work outside in the open air, 
covered her driveway with a 
paint cloth and took the piece 
apart for the best possible 
paint application. 

The FLEXiO® 890 with 

the detail nozzle 

attached is the perfect 

tool for this quick 

change operation. 
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Outside, the work table was used for seasonal potting of plants and 
occasional landscape maintenance. Inside, it's a daily work station 
holding key materials for fulfilling orders at Janna's busy custom 
fabrication business. The crisp coat of black paint makes it streamlined 
and brand-friendly to the utilitarian items Janna creates. 

Photos by Kent Lufkin

PREPARING
THE BENCH

 » The outside piece was rescued from an 
alcove behind the garage. To begin, it 
was hosed off and wiped down until dry.

 » The best way to apply the paint and 
maintain the galvanized surfaces was to 
take the piece apart. The work surface 
was stored away from the painting 
location.

 » Rusted and discolored pieces were 
lightly sanded with medium grit steel 
wool before the paint was applied.

Check out Janna's line of aprons, bags, 
napkins, dishtowels and more at 
RawMaterialsDesign.com 
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SPRAYING
THE BENCH

 » Janna chose a bright, sunny day to 
spray the bench, so the atmosphere was 
great for drying.

 » Latex gloss paint was chosen in black 
for a shiny and durable finish.

 » The detail sprayer nozzle provides a 
vertical and horizontal setting for both 
paint directions on this upright piece.

 » The finished piece is a clean slate for 
organizing task-specific supplies.

Outdoor shabby to 

fresh, clean and 
ready to work. 

24



Janna's need for a 
clean and durable 
work surface for 
packing her products 
led to the upcycling 
of something she 
already had on hand. 
Without the paint 
sprayer, the piece 
could not have been 
reborn for updated, 
everyday use. Janna 
has used every inch 
of the piece  to not 
only create a stylish 
workspace but 
also a creative and 
inexpensive upcycle 
for her needs.  

Wagner Tools used: 
FLEXiO® 890 with 

detail nozzle

From rundown 
to workroom-
ready with the 
power of the 
paint sprayer.
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Add Wagner's new Studio 
tools to your workspace  
and your creativity will  

know no bounds. 
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"I've added these 
tools to my own 
studio and use  
them for nearly 
every project."

-Matthew Mead 
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Direct heat 
aids in drying, 
affixing, 
stripping and 
removing. 

drying royal icing

setting embossing powder
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Studio-sized sprayers 
can be countertop-ready 
for any project 

spraying furniture

creating art
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A heat gun helps to fix embossing powder on stationary, 
place cards, even as a finish on furniture.

1. Place your stencil on piece of paper and spray lightly with 
spray adhesive.

2. Sprinkle with a light dusting of embossing powder.

3. Use your heat gun on high heat to set and dry embossing 
powder for a raised and fixed design. 

4. Hot glue the embossed papers to a ribbon-wrapped wire 
wreath to create an everlasting wall decoration.

embossed butterflies "Crafting any project in a timely way 
means having the tools you need at 
the ready to create at a moment's 
notice. Wagner saw the need for 
these special 
sprayers and heat 
guns and met the 
need head on 
with these easy-
to-use and stylish 
studio tools."
 -Matthew Mead
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The Wagner Studio heat gun makes drying 
royal icing-topped cookies easy and allows 
for quick use of multiple colors, which used 
to take hours of drying time.

1. Make a batch of royal icing from your 
favorite recipe source.

2. Divide your icing into bowls and tint them 
your desired colors.

3. Load a piping bag fitted with a fine round tip 
with icing and outline the cookie.

4. Dry with heat gun and then add additional 
colors. Make sure to dry between each color 
until fully decorated.

icing in a flash

Cookie icing dries 

in minutes to allow 

the addition of 
multiple colors.
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The Studio Pro sprayer can be fitted with the detail nozzle to create 
personalized pieces of art.

1. Spray your canvas with a base coat of flat latex paint.

2. Cover the canvas and let it dry to create a rough 
surface for paint to adhere to.

3. Use your design sensibility to add your own 
style—stencils and painter's tape can add 
interesting graphic elements.

4. Let dry and display art on wall shelves.

make your own art

Wagner Tools used: 
Studio Pro sprayer 

and heat gun
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"Wagner makes 
me feel like  
an artist."

-Matthew Mead 
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Jump into spring with  
a new color palette  
and these easy decor  

ideas that add style  
to your home and  
next gathering.

Spring

Stencil a planter or spray these paper mache 

eggs with the new Studo Pro sprayer.

T R A N S F O R M AT I O N S
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With the new Studio Pro paint sprayer, you'll always 
have the ability to spray something at a moment's 
notice. Think spring, and how in just a few hours, 
you can transform a wall, a table or a collection of old 
baskets. The Studio line also includes heat guns, which 
make stripping furniture easier than ever before. But 
it doesn't stop there. Consider browning the meringue 
on a cake or stenciling an entire wall with trellis using 
these new and creative tools. 

A bunny basket from the thrift store is 
sprayed in seconds to create a festive 
Easter centerpiece.
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Lattice and trellis are 
such iconic spring 
graphics. Add this 
style to a table top 
with blue painter's 
tape and a spray of 
golden, yellow paint.

1. Scan online sources 
or local stores for  
a trellis with a 
desirable design.

2. Place strips of tape 
into a pattern on the 
table top surface.  
Use a pencil and 
ruler for a perfectly 
measured design.

3. Spray paint over 
the design, placing 
an even coat of paint 
over the table surface.

4. Once dry, peel off 
the tape and enjoy the 
table top design. 

trellis 
table

Tape and 
drape around the 
edge of the table  
to protect the legs 
and sides from  
any overspray.
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To get this look, we simply purchased grid lattice from our local 
home improvement store and used the Wagner tools.

1. Spray the wall with an even coat of yellow paint using the Studio Pro 
or FLEXiO® 890 sprayer. Let dry.

2. Mount the lattice on the wall using small finishing nails.

3. Spray the wall and over the lattice with a cream colored paint. Let dry  
thoroughly and then remove the nails and lattice. Fill the nail holes. 

lattice wall
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Oversized eggs 
are taped and 
sprayed with 

simple designs.
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Create these decorative eggs with oversized paper mache eggs.

1. Tape off the eggs with blue painter's tape.

2. Place a small cup hook in each end of the egg and tie strings to each 
hook. Hang the egg in front of a white foam core spray protector.

3. Spray the eggs and then let them dry thoroughly.

4. Remove the painter's tape to uncover crisp, detailed designs.

spring sprayed eggs

Painter's tape, 

contact paper, and 

stickers can all 

be used to create 

intricate and 

interesting designs.  
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Great for gift giving, Easter baskets, old 
centerpieces and cast-off baskets are 
reborn with a spray of paint. Add details 
with painter's tape and spray a dozen 
baskets in just a few minutes.

1. Tape off designs with the painter's tape.

2. Spray both the inside and outside of  
the basket.

3. Let dry completely and then fill with 
grass and flowers.  

spring baskets

Use a foam core presentation board 
as a vertical background for spraying 
baskets and other upright items. 
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Set off your spring flowers and plantings with a 
personalized stencil planter.

1. Tape stencil to your favorite pottery piece.

2. Load the Studio Pro paint sprayer with your choice of  
semi-gloss latex paint.

3. Spray an even coat of paint over the stencil and let it  
dry thoroughly.

4. Remove the stencil and cover with a spray of clear  
acrylic as a finish protector.

spring stencil planter

The Studio Pro 
helps personalize 
every project with 
your own style. 
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Creating a complete look and style 
using a dual color palette shows 
how you can create a layered 

vignette inspired by what 
you can spray. It is that easy.
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Follow your favorite 
boiled icing recipe to 
create the meringue 
for this festive lemon 
cake. The Studio 
heat gun makes 
toasting meringue on 
a luscious layer cake 
incredibly easy. 

lemon 
meringue 
cake

TABLE 

WALL  

PLANTER 

EGGS

CAKE

Wagner Tools used: 
Studio Pro sprayer 

and heat gun
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The Wagner Studio Series® sprayers help you achieve 

the look you want for any size project with a smooth 

fi nish and no brush strokes. 

Learn more at wagnerstudio.com.

FROM SMALLS TO WALLS.

SPRAYERS FOR EVERY 
CRAFT PROJECT.

Studio
Home Décor

Studio Pro

Studio Plus



SPRING PALETTE
Fill your sprayer's paint 
cups with the freshest 
colors of the season.

Wagner 
plastic liners make 
clean up a cinch.

Use your heat gun 
to loosen screw-top 

paint lids for  
easy opening.

annie sloan
Paris Grey

california paints
Golden Retriever

pratt and lambert
Cablis

benjamin moore
Mannequin Cream

california paints
Safe Harbor

california paints
Golf Course

The Wagner Studio Series® sprayers help you achieve 

the look you want for any size project with a smooth 

fi nish and no brush strokes. 

Learn more at wagnerstudio.com.

FROM SMALLS TO WALLS.

SPRAYERS FOR EVERY 
CRAFT PROJECT.

Studio
Home Décor

Studio Pro

Studio Plus

LINE THEM UP

47



Add some chic Scandinavian style to 
your home by painting key pieces gray. 
Check out the array of chalk-style 
paints, choose your favorite shade, 
and then apply it using the Studio Plus 
sprayer. To give it an authentic finish, 
dust the piece with embossing powders 
applied with a brush and adhered with 
the Studio heat gun.

shades of gray
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